SOME 


Remarkable Paſſages 


Oz” OF- THE 


EXCELLENT LETTER 
Mijn Heer FAGATL, 


In the Name of their HIGHNESSES 


The PRINCE and PRINCESS of ORANGE. 


Muſt then firſt of all afſure you very poſitively , That their Hs: hneſſes have often declared, as they 

did it more particularly ro the Marquiſe 4bev ls, His Majeſties Envoy Extraor:inary to the 

States , that it is their Opinion , That Ne Ch2iſtian ought to be perſecuted for his Conſcience; 

or be ill uſed, becauſe he differs from the Publick and Eftabliſhe” Religion: 3nd therefore they 

» can conſent that the Papiſts in En:land , Scotland, and Ireland. i © (iffered ro continue in their Reli- 
gion, with as much liberty as isallowed them by the States in theſe "rovinces. | 

And their Highneſs are very ready , in caſe His Majcefty ſhall think hr to defireit, todeclare their 
willingneſs to concur in the ſettling and confirming this Liberty , and as far as it lies inthem , they 
will prote&t and defend it, and according to the Language of Treacies, They wil confirm it with 
their Gaaranty , of which you made mention in yours. 

And if His Majeſty ſhall think fit farther #0 deſire their concurrence in the repealing of the Penal Laws, 
thep are ready to give it ; provided alwayes that thoſe Laws remain ftill in their full vigor, by which che 
R. Catholicks are ſhut out of both Houſes of Parliament, and out of all Publick Employments , Ec 
cleſiaſtical, Civil, and Military. 

You wrir, That the Rowan Catholicks in theſe Provinces are not ſhutout from Emplo)ments and Places 
of Truſt ; but in this you are much miſtaken, for our Laws are expre(s-, excluding them by name from 
all ſhare in the Government, and from al! Employments either of the Policy or Juſtice of our 
Countrey. Itistrue , Idonot know of any expreſs Law, that ſhuts them out of Afilitary Empley- 
wents, that had indeed been hard, ſince in the firtt formation of our State, they joywed with ws in defend- 
ing our Publich Libirty, and did as eminent ſervice during the Wars; therefore they were rot ſhur out from 
thoſe Military Employments ; for the Publick Safety was no way endangered by this , both becauſe their 
numbers that ſerved in our Troops were not great, and becaule the Stares could eaſily prevent any in- 
conveniency that might ariſe out of that , which could not have been done ſo eafily, it the R Catho- 
licks had been admitted toa ſhare in the Government, and in the Policy or Juſtice of our State, 

Jam very certainof this, of which I could give very good proof, that there is nothing that their 


Hig hneſſes deſire ſomuch , as That Pis Pajeſiy map Reign happily , and in an intirc Confidence with 
es ng and that his Subjects being perſwaded of His Mieics fatherly affeCtion to them , may 


be ready to make him all the Returns of Dutp that are in their power. 
rofound Duty to His Majclly , which they will alwayes tontis 


Their Highneſs have ever paid a moſt boa it , both by the Laws of God and of Natwre 
, : 


Nur #0 do; for they conſider themſelves boun 
1 do not think it neceflary todemonſtrate to you bow much cheir Highneſſes are devoted ro His Aaje- 


fy, of which they have given ſuch real Evidences as are beyond al! verbal ones; and :heyarereſolyed 
ſtill rocontinue in the fame Duty and Aﬀection : oy yathey co increaſe ir, if that is poffible, | 
, STR, TYoars, &c, 


Nov. 4- 1687. | | 


”—_ —_— 
D —_— D— 
EIT 


Memorandum , That thefe fingular Expreſſions of Aﬀettion and Duty to the King their Father , were ſent afier 
thoſe irregular and offenſive meaſures of Warranting Charters , the Diſpenſing Power , Clofſer- 
ring , the Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſion , Coles ; wore rats; and —__ thi with 
ſeveral Expreſſions in bis Highneſs his Declaration , and both with His Majefties Reaſons why be with- 
drew bimſelf from Rocheſter , "may it not became ms as Members of the Church of England, and Subjefs 


of the King of Englani , #0 defire him to return to ws upon the Terms of the Ancient Conftitution of our Go- 
wvernment ; and if thoſe be tos large , upon ſuch Terms , as will make us ſafe ; and-may not our negletting 
« Demiſe , iſe be with-drew bimſelf , which he charges upon a Con- 


fo do it , upony ſuppoſition of 
ſtraint , become « lefling Reprodth wpen theſe Kingdoms , and through owr means , a like diſhonour to the 


Prince and Pri 
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